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Today’s Topics

▪ The Septic Re-inspection Program

▪ Communications And Outreach

▪ Discretionary On-site Sewage System Maintenance Inspection Program

▪ Process Of The Inspections

▪ Invoicing & Follow-ups

▪ 2024 Properties Inspected

▪ 2024 Island Properties

▪ Full Five Years

▪ Septic Permits

▪ Enforcement

▪ Deficiencies Found

▪ Upcoming Years

▪ Questions?
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The Septic Re-Inspection Program

In 2006 the Clean Water Act was established and encompasses the 
Drinking Water Source Protection Program – via “The Walkerton Inquiry”

In 2011, the Ontario Building Code was amended to establish and regulate 
the Mandatory On-Site Sewage System Maintenance Inspection Program.  

The Building Code Act (2012) authorizes municipalities to implement a 
Discretionary On-Site Sewage System Maintenance Inspection Program. 

In 2020, the Township of Severn implemented the Discretionary Sewage 
System Maintenance Inspection Program (By-law 2020-28).

Septic Re-inspection Program Review – 2024



© Township of Severn.  | 4

Communications and Outreach
One of our main focuses was to increase public awareness about the On-Site Sewage System 

Maintenance Inspection Program.  Our Communications Officer has sourced out many ways within the 

local media, social media and Township media to spread the word.   

 Standard Outreach

• Mailouts to affected properties & Inspections

• Educational Material

 Communications Outreach

• Township Website

• News Articles In The Community Village Publication

• Emailed Media Release

• OrilliaMatters.com and Simcoe.ca 

• Tax Inserts 

• Social Media - Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

 

It has been estimated that this outreach reached over 17,000 readers 
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Discretionary On-Site Sewage System Maintenance 

Inspection Program

Septic Re-inspection Program Review – 2024

The Discretionary On-Site Sewage System Maintenance Inspection Program will apply to 

all properties serviced by a sewage system and that directly front upon the following 

waterbodies within the Municipality: 

Severn River

Gloucester Pool

Little Lake

Maclean Lake

Matchedash Bay

Lake Couchiching

Lake St. George

Green River

Black River

Sparrow Lake

Tea Lake

* The highlighted bodies of water are the areas that 

the inspections were conducted in 2024.
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Process Of The Inspections

Advise Homeowner Of The Inspection 

Informative Overview Of The Program

Door Notice & Education Left At Door

Confirm Paperwork (Permit) & Property

Conduct The Visual Surface Inspection
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Invoicing & Follow-ups

The cost is $150

2 years old or less will be exempt from program

Deficiencies. The property owner(s) will be notified by mail, and 
they must take the necessary steps to correct the deficiency within 

the timeframe stipulated.

• Systems 40 years or older must submit a pump out report 
from a licensed sewage hauler. (A part of regular 
maintenance)

• Systems without records are required to get a septic site 
assessment and a pump out report

All properties are managed in the same manner, but the 
deficiencies found can be unique to each property. 
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2024 Properties Inspected

2024 - Discretionary
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2024 – Discretionary
The Discretionary On-Site Sewage System Maintenance Inspections Program of 2024 

consisted of 458 properties, including the 86 exceptions. 

NEW SYSTEM 

15

ADVANCED 

TREATMENT 

UNIT

71

INSPECTED

373

2024 - DISCRETIONARY

COMPLETED

213

IN PROGRESS

160

INSPECTED

GOOD 

STANDINGS

151

COMPLIED WITH 

PROGRAM

62

COMPLETED

Out of all 458 properties inspected within the Discretionary Program, 3 properties had high risk 

deficiencies noted on site.
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2024 Island Properties

Septic Re-inspection Program Review – 2024

17 Island Properties Inspected in 2024

• Area – Gloucester Pool 

• Guide & Transportation (No Cost) – 

Township Georgian of Bay & Property 

Owner

12 Properties Remain

• Area - Severn River

• Islands & Land Locked Properties
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2024 – Island - Discretionary 
The Discretionary On-Site Sewage System Maintenance Inspections Program of 2024 

consisted of 18 properties, including the 1 exceptions. 

NEW SYSTEM 0

ADVANCED 

TREATMENT 

UNIT

1

INSPECTED

17

2024 - DISCRETIONARY

COMPLETED

5

IN PROGRESS

12

INSPECTED

GOOD 

STANDINGS

4

COMPLIED WITH 

PROGRAM

1

COMPLETED

Out of all 18 properties inspected within the Discretionary Program, 0 properties had high risk deficiencies noted on site.
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Full Five Years
The Mandatory & Discretionary On-Site Sewage System Maintenance Inspections 

Program of the five-year cycle consisted of 2060 properties, including the 283 exceptions. 

NEW SYSTEM

114

ADVANCED 

TREATMENT 

UNIT

169

INSPECTED

1777

2020 - 2024

COMPLETED

1217

IN PROGRESS

560

INSPECTED

GOOD 

STANDINGS

898

COMPLIED WITH 

PROGRAM

319

COMPLETED
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Septic Permits

Septic permits issued for properties within the Septic Re-Inspection Program.
These permits include repairs, tank replacement or new septic.
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NEW SEPTIC PERMITS

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Since the program started in 2020 
a total of 406 septic permits were 

submitted, 192 were within the 
septic re-inspection areas. 
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Enforcement
Type of deficiencies to enforce replacement:

• Illegal Systems (nonconforming to past and/or present standards) 

• Failing Septic Beds or Tanks

• Deteriorated Steel Tanks

• Dumping of Greywater and/or Blackwater

LEGAL 
ACTION

ORDERSLETTERS
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Deficiencies Found – Damaged Systems

Large hole from an animal.                  Septic Beds overgrown.                               Hole in tank lid.
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Deficiencies Found – Structures On Septic Bed

Large structures were built on top of the septic bed.
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Deficiencies Found – Outdoor Showers/ Sinks

Septic Re-inspection Program Review – 2024



© Township of Severn.  | 18

Deficiencies Found – Greywater & Blackwater

• Left – Illegal greywater pit.
• Centre – Failing bed with leaching effluent.
• Right – Greywater Discharge.
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Upcoming Year - 2025

Septic Re-inspection Program Review – 2024

2025 – 309 Properties 

Lake St. George (Dis), Intake Protection Zone (Man) and Wellhead Protection Zone (Man).

*These counts include exceptions (New systems, Advanced Treatment Units and Others)* 

12 Island Properties Outstanding

2026

Gloucester Pool, Maclean Lake And Little Lake 



© Township of Severn.  | 20Septic Re-inspection Program Review – 2024



severn.ca

Thank You

Amanda Renton |  March 19, 2025


	Slide 1: Septic Re-inspection Program Review  2024
	Slide 2: Today’s Topics
	Slide 3: The Septic Re-Inspection Program
	Slide 4: Communications and Outreach 
	Slide 5: Discretionary On-Site Sewage System Maintenance Inspection Program     
	Slide 6: Process Of The Inspections
	Slide 7: Invoicing & Follow-ups 
	Slide 8: 2024 Properties Inspected
	Slide 9: 2024 – Discretionary
	Slide 10: 2024 Island Properties    
	Slide 11: 2024 – Island - Discretionary 
	Slide 12: Full Five Years
	Slide 13: Septic Permits
	Slide 14: Enforcement 
	Slide 15: Deficiencies Found – Damaged Systems
	Slide 16: Deficiencies Found – Structures On Septic Bed
	Slide 17: Deficiencies Found – Outdoor Showers/ Sinks
	Slide 18: Deficiencies Found – Greywater & Blackwater
	Slide 19: Upcoming Year - 2025
	Slide 20: Septic Re-inspection Program Review – 2024
	Slide 21: Thank You

